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This presentation explores the idea that evidence of a “politics of presence” of Chinese 
migrants in the context of a dominant English language environment can be seen in the 
“linguistic landscapes” of the city’s Chinese ethnic precincts [clusters of same-ethnic 
businesses]. I suggest that the linguistic landscape comprises an “affective edifice” that both 
migrants (and hosts) interact with as ‘the idea of ‘home’ is established in the new country. 
The discussion draws on the work of Ghassan Hage, an Australian anthropologist, who 
suggests that security, familiarity, community, and a sense of possibility provide the bases for 
inclusion and belonging. Precincts, therefore, need to be regarded as more than places of 
commerce in which group identities are evident. Ideally, the significant affective dimensions 
that are evident in these spaces build identity and belonging in relational and interpersonal 
ways that can be read, at least in one framing, through the artefacts of linguistic landscapes. 
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